POVERTY AND THE JOB CORPS PROGRAM

Poverty in the United States became widely noticed and publicized by a number
of social scientists and the media in the early 1960's. By the mid-19601s,
Congress had passed a number of bills to deal with the problems of the poor
in the United States. The Job Corps Program was established at that time as
a part of the Federal Government's "War on Poverty.11

In 1967, or about the time the Job Corps was started, the median income for
white families in the United States was $8,274 and for nonwhite families it
was $5,141, while the median incomes of some of the other minority groups,
including the American Indians and Mexican Americans, were even lower. In
that year, 11 percent of the white families and 27 percent of the nonwhite
families had incomes under $3,000, which at that time was set as the poverty
level. In terms of personal income distribution, the upper fifth of the
families earned nearly 45 percent of the total personal income in the United
States, while the bottom fifth earned only 5 percent. About this same time,
there was also a significant rise in unemployment of younger, unskilled
workers, especially among nonwhite and other minorities [1,2,3]*.

It has long been recognized by many social scientists that a person's life
chances I/ or opportunities are determined by his social and economic posi-
tion or his socioeconomic status within a society. A person's socioeconomic
status is most often determined by some combination of his income, occupa-
tion, and education. The combination of occupation and education are the
most frequently used components of socioeconomic status, since previous
research [5] indicates that income, prestige, and class consciousness often
relate to a person's occupation and education.

One very popular account of poverty was that introduced by the anthropologist
Oscar Lewis as the "Culture of Poverty" [6]. Lewis believed that those in
the lower income families are socialized in such a way that the characteristic
traits and the conditions of the low income culture are transmitted from
generation to generation. In this case, culture may be defined as "that
which one must believe in and know to behave in a manner which is socially
acceptable to dominant members of the society and to be able to perform
social roles consistent with the norms or standards for behavior prescribed
by the dominant group." An individual learns through experience the proper
values, goals, and attitudes from socializing institutions, including his
family and friends, school, church, neighborhood, community, peer groups, and
other associations.

* Numbers in brackets refer to entries in Bibliography.

I/ The life chances of the poor are substandard to those of upper and middle
working class Americans. The poor usually die earlier than other Americans.
They are more susceptible to, and less likely to receive treatment for
debilitating illnesses, physical and mental. They usually inhabit over-
crowded housing projects or housing areas long since abandoned by others.
They are often victimized by both criminals and the courts. The poor are
frequent victims of business fraud and deceit. They are apt to pay more then
middle- and upper-class Americans for what they buy and, at the same time,
receive less quality, including groceries [4].